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FROM OUR DESK

A few months ago, I participated in Active Shooter Training at my
institution. While I will admit I was underwhelmed by said training (I
mean, what exactly am I supposed to do with my dry erase marker if an
active shooter actually comes?), there was one aspect of the training that
sticks in my memory: the “OODA loop.” 

The OODA loop is a military practice developed by Air Force Colonel John
Boyd for disorienting an opponent. The OODA loop is chaotic, anarchic.
The OODA loop in action means the opposing side has no idea what is
coming next, so anticipation is impossible. Preparation is almost pointless.

Every time I read the news, I feel like I’m in the OODA loop. There is
always some other announcement, action, or escalation that leaves me
disconcerted and a bit despondent, but then I consider the history of Black
Americans. The Door of No Return was an OODA loop. The White Lion was
an OODA loop. Chattel slavery was an OODA loop. Lynching was an OODA
loop. Jim Crow was an OODA loop. The assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. was an OODA loop. Elections can be OODA loops. 

Nevertheless, though, we persist to exist. 

And this is why we CLA.

Happy Black Futures Eternally because a month is too short. 

ON BLACK FUTURES AND THE OODA LOOP
By Rondrea Danielle Mathis, Ph.D. 

Dr. Rondrea Danielle Mathis is the Secretary/Communications Director for the College
Language Association
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#CLAGOESWEST

https://claa.memberclicks.net/2025-cla-convention


#CLAGOESWEST
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HOTEL INFORMATION

BOOK YOUR STAY!

The Hilton Vancouver Washington is conveniently downtown, easily accessible via I-
5, located across the street from Esther Short Park and Public Square. 

Also, the Vancouver Waterfront and its pier, shops, and restaurants are a nine-minute
walk from the hotel’s front door. 

The Amtrak Station is a five-minute drive, and Portland International Airport is 15
minutes away. Enjoy the hotel’s indoor pool, fitness center, and Grays, the restaurant

and bar that supports sustainability.

The 2025 CLA Convention Hotel Rate is $184/Night+Tax 
(must book by April 1, 2025)

Click “Hotel Information” above to secure your room. 
Adjust the dates to April 23-27 to access the room rate!

Hilton Vancouver
Washington

301 W. 6th Street
Vancouver, Washington

98660
360.993.4500
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UPCOMING EVENTS—
ONLY AT THE CLA CONVENTION

INAUGURAL FILM SERIESINAUGURAL FILM SERIES

6



UPCOMING EVENTS—
ONLY AT THE CLA CONVENTION

FOUNDER’S DAY
RECEPTION

TICKETS: $50

AUTHOR 
MEET & GREET
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT—
ONLY AT THE CLA CONVENTION
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS
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BOOK ANNOUCEMENT

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

The Black Studies Department at the
City College of New York, helmed by
CLA President, Dr. Jervette R. Ward,
welcomes Roxane Gay and Edwidge
Danticat to the campus for the 2025
Langston Hughes Festival. 

Gay will receive The Langston Hughes
Festival Medal and also engage a wide-
ranging conversation with past CLA
Banquet Keynote Speaker Edwidge
Danticat.    

The University Press of Mississippi is
releasing CLA Treasurer, Dr. Constance

Bailey’s, new book on Kiese Laymon this
September.

The book offers an intimate, deeply profound
exploration of Laymon’s life as a Southern

writer and how the South has uniquely
cultivated him as an American literary icon.



RENEW YOUR CLA MEMBERSHIP

Do you have announcements to share with your CLA family? 
A forthcoming book project? 
A call for papers or chapters? 
A promotion? 
A job announcement?
Retirement?

MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS

$100 (Regular)
$55 (Student) 
$75 (Retiree) 
$1000 (Life) (Can be paid in four
equal payments of $250)

W E  W A N T  T O  K N O W !  C L I C K  T H E  “ M E M B E R  A N N O U N C E M E N T S ”  
H Y P E R L I N K  A B O V E  T O  T E L L  U S  W H A T  Y O U ’ R E  D O I N G .

MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

Membership is annual. For regular, retiree,
student, and institutional members, dues
cover 365 days from the purchase date of a
new membership. Renewal reminders will be
sent automatically as your expiration date
approaches; keep in mind you can always
access that information on the member
landing page when you sign into your CLA
account.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow us on Facebook at College Language Association and Instagram @ clascholars for
updates and more Convention and organization announcements!
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The News-Bulletin of the Association of Teachers of English in Negro
Colleges released Volume I, No. 1 in March 1941 in New Orleans, Louisiana.
The newsletter has also been called Bulletin and the CLA Bulletin, and it is the
official publication of the College Language Association. Copies of The CLA
Bulletin can be found in our Archives at The Atlanta University Center |
Robert W. Woodruff Library.

The College Language Association Bulletin

The College Language Association promotes and cultivates the study of languages
and literatures to improve higher education experiences for students and teachers at
colleges and universities across the world. In 1937, Dr. Hugh Morris Gloster, along
with nine other scholars from Historically Black Colleges and Universities, founded
the College Language Association (CLA) at LeMoyne-Owen College in Memphis,
Tennessee. The College Language Association Journal (CLAJ) was established in 1957.

The College Language Association

WHO WE ARE
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